
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



463 May 6, 1898 

said claims and of the troubles that broke out at the same time in Djiddah, the Sanitary 
Commission has maintained the decision, and Djiddah continues to be under sanitary 
cordon. 

Measures for protecting Turkey and Europe against plague. 

I have to state that, in spite of the sanitary steps ordered by the International Sanitary 
Commission, there are many questions which render such steps delusive. For instance, 
the condition of the sanitary defense of Bassorah. 1 reported the arrival at Bassorah on 
the 10th instant of the steamship Patna from Bombay with 125 passengers. During the 
journey from Bombay to Kurrachee bubonic plague made its appearance on board. It 
was a fireman who fell ill and was landed at Kurrachee. A second case occurred off 
Bushir, and a third at Bassorah. I have already written in my previous reports how 
much Turkey is exposed to the invasion of the epidemics through the Persian Gulf, and 
that the different members of the International Sanitary Commission expressed, on the 
contrary, their opinion, which is quite different, and according to which no epidemic 
ever entered Turkey from that way (Report 180). It has been stated that only the 
cholera epidemic in 1882 entered through Bassorah, and probably that of 1 888-9. Ex post 
facto, now that a case of bubonic plague exists already in the would-be lazaretto of 
Bassorah, it has been decided that any ship arriving at Bassorah and having on board 
bubonic plague cases will be turned back after the mail has been landed. The foreign 
sanitary representatives, seeing that in spite of the orders given by the sanitary authority 
the danger of the spread of the epidemic is always imminent, have decided (1 ) to present 
to the ambassadors or ministers whom they represent at the International Sanitary 
Commission a memorial, according to which diplomatic action would be taken in order 
to compel the Ottoman Government to respect and put into execution the decisions of 
the International Sanitary Commission without modifying them and adhere to the sani- 
tary conferences of Paris and Venice ; (2) to cause a meeting of a commission in order 
to decide how to put into execution the decisions of said sanitary conferences, and 
decide upon the necessary steps to be taken for the protection of Turkey and Europe 
against the plague ; (3) at last to insist upon the Ottoman Government adopting an 
efficient system of hygiene and sanitary improvements of all the cities of the Empire. 

Another question of the greatest importance is the movement of troops in time of 
epidemic. It is already known how the discharged soldiers from Yemen propagated 
the epidemic of cholera in 1893-94. Again now we have to deal with discharged soldiers 
from the garrison in the Hedjaz, who have to return to their country. There are 2,000 
soldiers in Mecca who have to return to Asia Minor, their own country, and 250 in 
Djiddah. These 2,250 soldiers are to be embarked in two steamers, each of which 
hardly can accommodate 600 or 700 men. That is a great danger for the propagation 
of the epidemic. It has been decided that they undergo a quarantine at Camaran, where 
all their clothes will be burned and exchanged for new ones. It has been decided that 
the pilgrims should go to Mecca, through Bas-el-Abiad, the latter place being near 
Djiddah and easier, presenting accommodations which are lacking at Litn. The pilgrims 
are accompanied by military forces, in order that they may not be robbed by Bedouins. 

Since the 22d of March up to this date, 29 bubonic plague deaths have occurred at 
Djiddah. Spibidion C. Zavitziano, 

United States Sanitary Commissioner. 

VENEZUELA. 

Abatement of smallpox at Puerto Cabello. 

Consulate op the United States, 

Puerto Cabello, April 18, 1898. 
Sir : I beg to report an abatement of the smallpox or varioloid in 
Valencia and at this port. During the last eight days no new case has 
come to light. I do not think, however, that the quarantine will be 
raised against this port for some weeks. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, Sam'l Peoskauer, 

United States Consul. 
Hon. Assistant Secretary op State. 



